up for two hundred francs apiece at a sale at the Hotel Drouot, and a charming writing-desk, in rosewood and lemon-wood, which she had succeeded in extorting for three hundred francs, after a couple of months of intermittent negotiation and blarney, from a very poor old lady who lived in the rue Guenegaud.
Germaine Baader was sleeping her usual deep sleep. She was not particularly sensitive to the slight annoyance of light, for the darkness in her bedroom was far from complete. The daylight, whose clarity was heightened by the scintillation from the Seine, passed through her badly closed shutters and her double curtains, cast upon the ceiling a broad white band which looked like a shimmer of precious stones, and threw a reflection towards the head of the bed. The girl's face was dimly lit by it. Stray rays slipped in between her lashes, glided over her lids.
Germaine slept with her lips half-parted. The sound of her breathing was fairly loud, and it was complicated by a kind of noise in the roof of her mouth which was not a snore, but reminded one of a snore. Her body was a little twisted. Her legs and her thighs lay almost flat on the bed, with one knee slightly bent; while the upper part of her body was turned towards the right, and her head, propped on the pillow, leant both on her neck and on her right cheek. Her rounded, plump arms lay outside the sheets. Her right breast was half-crushed against her arm. Her left breast spread out comfortably, with the nipple barely inclining towards the right. Both of them, for that matter, were very lovely, voluptuous in their roundness. The skin of her body was blond, very fine, delicately veined. Her face was fair too, rather full, with features even firmer than her flesh.
Out of all this emerged a composite impression, which sleep made it even more difficult to interpret. You had an idea of a strong-willed person, capable of showing herself stern and hard on occasion. And yet there were signs that she was sentimental, easy-going, that she took life as it came* Her nose was fairly large and slightly arched, but it was rathet rounded at the tip ; her mouth was of medium size;